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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It is that time again where summer break and vacations have settled down and school is kicking into full gear as 

students are transitioning into another exciting year of high school filled with high expectations, a rigorous 

workload, and a caring environment! This will be another semester focused on your student’s achievement of 

college and career readiness. 

I would like to take this opportunity to share my excitement and to introduce myself. I am currently embarking 

and building my professional career at Desert Edge High School as this will be the continuance of my seventh 

and into my eighth year of teaching. I graduated from Northern Arizona University with a Bachelor of Science 

in Education, majoring in Secondary Education in Mathematics. As a result of my teaching experience, I am 

extremely passionate about my subject material and feel that I can help students transition as they assume their 

roles in a diverse society. I am constantly moved and dedicated to having a positive impact on the students by 

engaging them in an enriching and rigorous curriculum that is not only relevant to the students’ experiences but 

also inspires a lifelong learning process so that students take an active role in and ownership of their learning. I 

also hope to develop a personal, positive relationship with your student in hopes to nurture him or her to achieve 

their highest potential in a global society.  

AP Statistics is designed to extend students’ statistical experiences as they explore more complex mathematical 

situations and relationships while moving towards formal mathematical arguments based on reasoning, 

inference, and extrapolation. Students will see the relevance of their learning as the content material is applied 

to their environment. Completing this course will assist your student in critical thinking and analysis; abilities 

that are essential for post-secondary education and the work force. 

It is imperative that a positive parent-teacher relationship is developed so that your student can achieve high 

levels of success. I am very open and supportive of communication and can be easily reached by email at 

abezio@aguafria.org. If you have a concern that you would rather be addressed over the phone or would like to 

set up an appointment, please call Desert Edge at 623-932-7500 ext. 13116. Also, feel free to visit my 

classroom located in room D9 either before or after the school day. You play a key role in your student’s 

academic achievement. 

I am attaching a course syllabus that provides my contact information, course outline, and classroom 

expectations for the semester. If you could please sign the detachable portion of the syllabus indicating that you 

understand and will hold your student accountable to the course guidelines, it would be very much appreciated. 

I look forward to communicating with you over the course of the semester! 

Best wishes, 

Ashley Bezio 

Desert Edge High School Mathematics Teacher 
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AP Statistics Syllabus 
 

Teacher Information: 
 

Instructor: Miss Bezio 

Room: D-9 

Email: abezio@aguafria.org 

Phone:  623-932-7500 ext. 13116 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:10 am – 12:00 pm 

 

Course Description: 
 

AP Statistics serves as a high school equivalent to one semester of a college introductory statistics course. This 

course aims to introduce students to major concepts and tools for collecting, organizing, analyzing, and drawing 

conclusions from data. Students will design, administer, and tabulate results from surveys and experiments as 

well as construct models for chance behavior using probability and simulation as an aid. This course will 

integrate algebraic and statistical topics with real-world applications to enhance mathematical understanding 

and achievement so that every student may attain college and career readiness. This course will implement the 

use of TI-83/84 graphing calculators, Fathom, and Minitab statistical software as well as web-based java applets 

to cultivate statistical reasoning through dynamic interactive technology as to provide an environment where 

students can engage in concrete experiences as to promote the development and examination of abstract 

conceptualizations of data analyses. To develop effective statistical communication skills, students will be 

required to prepare frequent written and oral analyses of real data. 

 

Students who complete this course are expected to take the appropriate AP exam. Students will receive 1.0 

credit in Advanced Placement Mathematics upon completion of this two semester course.  

 

Course Goals:  

 

In AP Statistics, students are expected to… 

 Produce convincing oral and written statistical arguments that use appropriate terminology in a variety 

of applied settings. 

 Use technology to assist in the solving of statistical problems. 

 Apply essential techniques for producing data (surveys, experiments, observational studies), analyzing 

data using both graphical and numerical summaries, model data (probability, random variables, 

sampling distributions), and drawing conclusions from data (inference procedures including confidence 

intervals and significance tests) 

 Become critical consumers of published statistical results by heightening their awareness of ways in 

which statistics can be improperly used to mislead, confuse, or distort the truth. 

Prerequisites:  

 

The student must have received a grade of D or better in Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.  

 

Textbook:  

 

Starnes, D., Yates, D., Tabor, J., & Moore, D. (n.d.). The practice of statistics for AP (Fifth ed.). W.H. Freeman 

and Company/BFW New York. 
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Additional Resources:  

 

Web Resources: 

 AP Central (apcentral.collegeboard.com/stats): Includes previous AP Exams, tips for the AP Exam, and 

many other resources. 

 AP Classroom (https://myap.collegeboard.org/login): Provides additional practice questions and tracks 

students’ progress. 

 Albert (https://www.albert.io/): Instructional companion that personalizes learning of AP content.   

 StatsMonkey (www.apstatsmonkey.com): Houses lots of information, resources, and activities.  

 Census at School (www.amstat.org/censusatschool): Use their random selector to get data about a 

random sample of American or international students that have completed the census at school survey. 

 Stats4Stem (www.stats4stem.org): Includes up to 14 review assignments for students, with 

instantaneous feedback and hints. 

Supplemental Textbooks: 

 Bock, Velleman, and De Veaux, Stats: Modeling the World, 4th Ed., Pearson 

 Peck, Olsen, and Devore: Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis, 5th Ed., Holt McDougal 

 Lock, Lock, Lock, Lock, and Lock, Statistics: Unlocking the Power of Data, Wiley 

 Tabor and Franklin, Statistical Reasoning in Sports, W.H. Freeman 

Review Books: 

 Hinders, 5 Steps to a 5 on the AP: Statistics, McGraw Hill 

 Sternstein, Barron’s How to Prepare for the AP Statistics Exam 

Technology: 

 Android TI-84 emulator (wabbitemu) 

 Fathom (http://concord.org/fathom-dynamic-data-software) 

 JMP (www.jmp.com) 

 Minitab (www.minitab.com) 

 The Practice of Statistics video collection to show examples and applications of TI-83/84, TI-89, and 

TI-Nspire (www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/studentresources/tps5e)  

 Applets: 

o http://rossmanchance.com/applets/ 

o http://whfreeman.com/tps5e/ (this is linked to our textbook) 

o http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey  

 

Materials: 

 

Each student is required to bring the following materials to class each day: 

 Lined paper, pencils/pens, highlighters, and red ink-pens for purposes of self-correction and self-scoring. 

 Dedicated 3-ring binder (at least 1”) with color dividers. A divider will be used to separate each unit. 

 A graphing calculator, preferably a TI-83/84, is necessary for use both in-class and in completing 

homework.  Calculator functions on student phones are not permissible calculators for assessment use.  

 

https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
https://www.albert.io/
http://www.apstatsmonkey.com/
http://www.amstat.org/censusatschool
http://www.stats4stem.org/
http://concord.org/fathom-dynamic-data-software
http://www.jmp.com/
http://www.minitab.com/
http://www.macmillanlearning.com/catalog/studentresources/tps5e
http://rossmanchance.com/applets/
http://whfreeman.com/tps5e/
http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey
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Expectations:  

 

To provide every student the best opportunity for success in this class, all students are expected to: 

1.) Demonstrate respect for each other, the instructor, and property of Desert Edge High School. 

2.) Abide by ALL school handbook policies. 

a.) Appropriate dress must be worn. No hats or hoods are permitted to be worn in the classroom. 

b.) All electronic devices including cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, gaming devices, headphones, 

etc. are to be silenced and stored off the student’s body. In case of emergency, cell phones may 

be used at the teacher’s discretion. Students are permitted to moderately use cell phones only 

during independent work time provided that this privilege is granted by the teacher. Students are 

not permitted to charge their electronic devices during class. 

* Any infraction will result in the student going before the administration to determine dress 

code adherence, to retrieve the confiscated article, or to determine other consequences. 

3.) Face masks and coverings must be worn on campus at all times, except in the classroom. 

4.) Bring all materials to class (pencils, paper, binder, etc.). 

5.) No food or drink in the classroom. Discard all food and drink before entering the classroom. Only water 

in a screw-on-cap container is to be permitted in the classroom; however all bottles, containers, and 

remnants must be placed in the trash can. 

6.) Remain seated until the bell rings and the teacher has dismissed you from class. In order to be dismissed, 

all trash must be discarded, materials must be returned appropriately, desks must be straightened, and 

students must be sitting quietly in their assigned seats. 

7.) Keep all handouts and graded assignments in an organized fashion.  

8.) Adhere to Desert Edge High School’s attendance and tardy policies. 

9.) Exhibit student behaviors that contribute to the success of the class as a whole. 

Technology Policy: 

1.) Students will use the computers/technology as instructed to do so by the teacher. Students are permitted 

to use the device at home. Students are responsible for bringing it to school every day, fully charged. 

2.) Problems with technology are not an acceptable excuse for late submission of student assignments. 

Students MUST assume that technology will fail at some point. Students cannot and should not assume 

that everything will go smoothly when it comes to the internet, e-learning course management tools, and 

computers. It is incumbent upon students to PLAN AHEAD and not leave their projects/assignments for 

the last possible moment. 

3.) Students will secure the device when it is out of their sight. The device should not be left in an unlocked 

locker, a desk, or other location where someone else might take it. Students will be responsible for 

replacement cost of the device. 

4.) Students will obey copyright laws and properly cite sources when using online resources for academic 

work. 

5.) Students will not share their passwords, deface the character of another or harm another’s work, and 

trespass in another’s folders, work, or files. 

6.) Students will treat the computers/technology with respect. Do not write or draw on the device or apply 

any stickers or labels.  Handle the device carefully and ensure others do the same. Students will keep 

device out of places with extreme temperature or limited ventilation (e.g., in a car) for an extended 

period of time. 

7.) No Right to Privacy. The devices are District property; therefore, the District may examine the devices 

and search their contents at any time for any reason.  Neither students nor parents/guardians have any 

right to privacy of any data saved on the device or in a cloud-based account to which the device 
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connects. Personal devices will be subject to the District Student Technology Agreement policy found in 

the Student Rights and Responsibility Handbook. 

8.) Devices are actively monitored by GOGuardian for inappropriate websites, language, material, etc. 

Students can lose their technology privileges and receive disciplinary consequences if the District 

Technology Agreement is violated. 

Attendance Expectation: 
  

Attendance will be taken at the beginning and end of the first 55-minutes of class. Students NOT logged on for 

the entire 55-minutes of the required direct “live” instruction will be marked absent.  Students who join class 

more than 15-minutes late will be marked absent. 

Students who acquire 10 absences in a class will lose credit for that course (AFUHS District Attendance 

policy). Students will then be required to complete the attendance appeal process to get approval for credit(s) 

loss. 

Remote Learning Environment: 

During the first nine-weeks of school, students will attend their 1st hour, 2nd hour, 3rd hour and Advisory classes 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Regular classes will not be held on Wednesday, instead teachers 

will be available for additional student supports and interventions. Teachers will provide “live” direct 

instruction virtually each day for which your class is scheduled to meet.  Students will not be expected to be 

online with their teacher for the whole period, but instead each class period will be split – the first 55-minutes of 

class will entail “live” direct instruction and the second half of class will be used for working on assignments, 

taking testing, and getting teacher assistance. 

During the second nine-weeks of school, students will attend their 4th hour, 5th hour, 6th hour, and Advisory 

classes. Regular classes will not be held on Wednesday, instead teachers will be available for additional student 

supports and interventions.  

At the end of each nine-week period, students will receive a Semester grade for each class.  Students earning a 

passing grade will receive graduation credit for that course.  

Netiquette- Remote Learning Environment: 

The following are guidelines are acceptable behavior while interacting with teachers and peers in an online 

setting. 

1.) Be respectful and be kind! We are all people and we are all trying to learn. Do not mock or criticize.  

2.) Demonstrate professionalism. Attend all virtual meetings, be prompt, and dress appropriately. 

Remember, we can all see you on the webcam. 

3.) Do not engage in cheating or plagiarism.  

Hybrid Learning Environment: 

The hybrid learning environment allows for in-person instruction when students are permitted to return to 

campus. The bell schedule would remain the same and instruction would not deviate much from 

the remote model.  Students would be split into 2 groups – Group A and Group B – to decrease class sizes 

which allows social distancing and the implementation of AZ/CDC guidelines.  Student Group A would attend 

class in-person on Mon/Thurs while Student Group B would attend class remotely.  On Tues/Fri, Student Group 

B would attend class in-person while Student Group A would attend class remotely. No students would be on-

campus on Wednesday for deep cleaning.  
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Pass Policy: 

1.) No student will be released from class during the first 10 and last 10 minutes of class. 

2.) The designated hall pass must accompany the student when leaving the class to use the restroom or 

drinking fountain. Students will use the white pass to visit an administrator. 

3.) Only one student is permitted to leave the classroom at a time. 

Assessment Policy: 

 

Assessments are given at the end of each unit of learning and at major benchmarks of the semester in order to 

determine the level of student mastery of particular concepts. 

1.) Tests and quizzes must be completed within the class time allotted unless a student has an official plan 

on file that states the specific disability requiring testing accommodation. The first bell indicates the start 

of the testing session. When the dismissal bell rings, the testing session is over, and students are required 

to exit the classroom.  There will be no late passes to other classes.   Students with official plans have 

the responsibility of discussing with the instructor their needs 2 class days prior to assessment so 

that arrangements can be made to accommodate those needs.  If prior arrangements are not 

made, the instructor will assume that the student has decided that the accommodations are not 

necessary for that particular assessment. 

2.) Only teacher-generated aids may be used on a test when deemed necessary by the teacher and/or our 

math department.  Other notes and materials may not be used unless indicated by the instructor. 

3.) On most assessments, work must be provided which sufficiently supports any procedural task and which 

explicitly supports an answer for any free-response task.  In order to be scored for credit, all support 

must be legible and in pencil, organized so that a thought process is clearly and completely indicated, 

and an answer must be indicated. 

4.) All assessments are the property of the instructor and the Desert Edge High School math department, 

and therefore may not be taken from the classroom.  Tests will be maintained in student files for the 

course duration. These files will be available to students for in-classroom review by appointment. 

Assessments are destroyed at the end of the course following finals. 

5.) At the discretion of the teacher, students may be allowed to retest using the criteria below: 

a.) The student must complete test corrections. The student must show all work by indicating clearly 

the methods used and will be evaluated on the correctness of his/her methods as well as on the 

accuracy and completeness of his/her results and explanations. 

b.) The student must be diligent in both making and keeping appointments in order to take 

advantage of the retest opportunity. 
 

 

Recovering Credit for Assignments and Tests in the Event of a Verified Absence: 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to recover credit for all work missed while absent.  If the absence is verified, 

students have one day for every absence to recover credit.  If you are absent on a review day, you must still 

take the test the following day.  Be prepared! Tests missed during a verified absence should be taken within 

one week of returning to school. 
 

Late Work: 
 

NO late work is accepted. Often, extra time will provided for students who were unable to complete their 

assignment by the next class day. 
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Course Grading: 
 

A student’s course grade is based on his or her cumulative earned points, which are weighted by category. The 

following provides the categories and weights as well as the grade letter equivalents for percentage intervals for 

this course: 
 

A ………100—89.5%   Assessment (Measurement)………50% 

B ………89.4—79.5%   Assessment (Performance) ………20% 

C ………79.4—69.5%   Daily Assignments/Homework ….20%  

D ………69.4—59.5%   Midterm …………………………10%          

F ………59.4% and below 

        

Homework Grading Information: 

 

To expedite concept feedback and to place the responsibility of learning in the hands of the actual learner, the 

instructor uses the following method of grading and collection for homework: 

1.) Each homework assignment is to be completed to the best of the student’s ability PRIOR to the 

beginning of class.  At the designated time during class, the student is to present his or her work along 

with the provided assignment sheet. 

2.) The class will decide by majority on two or three problems that need to be addressed for clarification 

and/or correction with the entire group. These problems may be presented for correction either by the 

instructor or by any student who is willing to share his or her work and an explanation. 

3.) It is imperative that the students complete the homework or assigned learning activities so that he or she 

may practice, reinforce, or apply acquired skills and knowledge. Homework establishes college and 

career readiness skills by building responsibility, self-discipline, and life-long study habits. Not all 

assignments will be taken for a completion or point value grade.  

Projects: 
 

This course requires that students complete two projects that draws connections between all aspects of the 

statistical process, including design, analysis, and conclusions. 

1.) Mid-Semester Project: Response Bias 
 

Purpose: Students will design and conduct an experiment to investigate the effects of response bias in 

surveys. The student may choose the topic, but the experiment must be designed to that it can answer at 

least one of the following questions: 
 

1. Can the wording of a question create response bias? 

2. Does providing additional information create response bias? 

3. Do the characteristics of the interviewer create response bias? 

4. Does anonymity change the responses to sensitive questions? 

5. Does manipulating the answer choices/order of answer choices change the response? 

6. Can revealing other respondents’ answers to a question create response bias? 

 

2.) Final Semester Project 
 

Purpose: Students will formulate a statistical question, design a study to answer the question, conduct 

the study, collect the data, analyze the data, and use statistical inference to answer the question. 

Essentially, students will be doing statistics about an academically appropriate topic of their choosing. 
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Proposal: Students must get their project approved via a proposal that will demonstrate how their study 

will meet the requirements of the project. In other words, students will need to clearly and completely 

communicate their statistical question, explanatory and response variables, the test/interval they will use 

to analyze the results, and their data collection method so that the conditions for inference will be 

satisfied. The study must be safe and ethical. 

Poster: The key to a good statistical poster is communication and organization.  Make sure all 

components of the poster are focused on answering the question of interest and that statistical 

vocabulary is used correctly.  The poster should include: 

 Title (in the form of a question). 

 Introduction.  In the introduction you should discuss what question you are trying to answer, why 

you chose this topic, what your hypotheses are, and how you will analyze your data. 

 Data Collection.  In this section you will describe how you obtained your data.  Be specific. 

 Graphs, Summary Statistics and the Raw Data (if numerical).  Make sure the graphs are well 

labeled, easy to compare, and help answer the question of interest.  You should include a brief 

discussion of the graphs and interpretations of the summary statistics.   

 Analysis. In this section, identify the inference procedure you used along with the test statistic and 

P-value and/or confidence interval.  Also, discuss how you know that your inference procedure is 

valid.   

 Conclusion.  In this section, you will state your conclusion. You should also discuss any possible 

errors or limitations to your conclusion, what you could do to improve the study next time, and any 

other critical reflections. 

 Live action pictures of your data collection in progress. 

 

College Board AP Exam:  

 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is intended to challenge and prepare students for the rigors of college. 

Students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the opportunity to earn college credit for scores of a 3, 4, 

or 5 (depending on individual college or university requirements). In order to receive the full benefit of the AP 

experience, we believe students should take the May AP exam as a vital culminating element. In support of this 

belief, it is expected that every student enrolled in this course register and take the College Board AP exam 

scheduled for May 15th.  

 

Support Outside of Class:  

 

Student success is important to me, and I realize that convenient and consistent opportunities for 

communication with all concerned parties are essential to that success.  Access to a student’s academic standing 

in any class is available to students through our online Synergy StudentVue and to parents through our online 

Synergy ParentVue. I am available to answer questions and provide enrichment by appointment or on limited 

days after or before school. The most efficient method for making contact with me is through my email at 

abezio@aguafria.org. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

Disclaimer: 
 

The teacher reserves the right to change any of the above policies and expectations outlined in this document. 
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Welcome to AP Statistics! 
 

I look forward to getting to know each and every one of you! I want to wish you the best of luck for the 

upcoming semester. Please sign this sheet along with your parent or guardian indicating that you understand the 

policies and expectations outlined by the syllabus and return it to class by Friday, August 7th. 

 
I am signing that I have read and understand the following expectations and guidelines of this class and agree to 

follow them to the best of my ability.  

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Name (Print)       Signature         Date 

 

 

 

As parent or guardian of the above named student, I am signing that I have read and understand the following 

expectations and guidelines of this class and agree to hold my child accountable to the best of my ability concerning 

the above outlined rules. All school rules also apply to this class. Also by signing I am giving permission for my 

son/daughter to view TV shows, movies (rated up to pg13), and digital shorts that relate to the specific learning goals 

of the class. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print)      Signature         Date 

 

 

 

Additional Information: 

 

*Last Math Course Taken:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

*Grade Earned in Last Math Course:  _______________________________________________ 

 

Instructor of Last Math Course:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Do you have internet access at home?  ______________________________________________ 

 

*Home Phone Number:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

*Parent/Guardian Email:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


